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View Video At:  http://vimeo.com/51933492 
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  Not “a mile wide and an inch deep” 
approach   

  Deeper and more focused  

  Clear, consistent and with  
  rigorous learning  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  The new standards are designed to be 
relevant in the real world, reflecting the 
knowledge and skills students need for 
success in both higher education and career. 

  Our communities will be stronger if students 
graduate with the skills and knowledge 
needed in today’s job market. 



What are the most important skills for 
students to know to be prepared for 
college or careers in the 21st Century?  
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  Communication 

  Collaboration 

  Critical Thinking/
Problem Solving 

  Creativity and 
Innovation 







  Less lecturing and more modeling.  

  Less of students listening and more of students 
constructing meaning together.  

  Less of students recalling (although sometimes this 
is necessary) and more of students transferring 
their learning to new experiences.  

  Less hurrying to cover more content and more 
slowing down to ensure deep understanding and 
application.  

  Less of students reading just stories and more of 
students wrestling with informational texts in every 
subject area. 







View Video At:   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgQYvj2U4Kw 



  Building knowledge through 
content-rich nonfiction/
informational text 

  Reading, writing, and 
speaking grounded in 
evidence from the text, both 
literary and informational  

  Regular practice with complex 
text and academic language  



  Students will be expected to cite evidence 
from the text to support their answers.  

  Students will read, discuss, and then write 
about, nonfiction text such as newspapers, 
magazines, and biographies. 

  Students will do more research using primary 
resources. 
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 Have you ever seen a butterfly 
come out of its cocoon?  

 In “Casey at the Bat,” Casey 
strikes out. Describe a time when 
you failed at something. 

 In “The Gettysburg Address” 
Lincoln says the nation is 
dedicated to the proposition that 
all men are created equal. Why is 
equality an important value to 
promote? 

How long did it take the very 
hungry caterpillar to go from a 
hatched egg to a butterfly? 

What makes Casey’s experiences 
at bat humorous? 

“The Gettysburg Address” 
mentions the year 1776. 
According to Lincoln’s speech, 
why is this year significant to 
the events described in the 
speech? 

Not Text-Dependent Text-Dependent 
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  Students will be encouraged not to give up 
while solving problems, to build stamina and 
develop their critical thinking skills.  

  Students will be asked to think of different 
ways they can solve problems. 

  Students will illustrate the math they were 
thinking in their head and discuss it out loud. 

  Students will apply their math knowledge to  
real-world scenarios, such as doubling a 
recipe or calculating the area of a room.  



“Old” Content 
Standards 

Common Core Math 
Standards 

Focus on knowing skills Focus on understanding 
concepts 

Using algorithms Understanding how 
algorithms work 

Memorizing a process Knowing why each step 
of the process is relevant 

Rote response to 
problems 

Applying skill to the real 
world 







  The Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium (Smarter Balanced) is a 
state-led consortium working to develop 
next-generation assessments that 
accurately measure student progress 
toward college- and career-readiness.  

  Replaces the STAR California Standards 
Test (CST) 



California Standards Test Smarter Balanced Assessment 
•   Grades 2 – 11, writing at 4th  
   and 7th   

•   Grades 3 – 8 and 11, grades 9 
   and 10 for states that chose them 

•   Only paper and pencil option •   Delivered via a computer and are 
   computer adaptive 

•   Taken around 85% of the    
   instructional days 

•   Taken during the final 12 weeks 
    of school 

•   Only multiple choice •   Performance tasks and 
   comprehensive end-of-year 
   computer adaptive  

•   Part of the state and federal 
   accountability system 

•   Accountability system has not yet 
   been established 





Item Type Key Features 
Selected Response (SR) Select one or more responses for 

a set of options 

Constructed Response (CR) Produce a text or numerical 
response 

Extended Response (ER) Produce a more extended 
response 

Performance Task (PT) Contains multiple parts, 
assesses multiple targets 

Technology Enhanced/Enabled 
(TE) 

Use of multi-media and 
interactive elements 







3 5/8 + 3 5/8 =   

o   A. 6 1/2 
o   B. 7 1/4 
o   C. 8 1/8 
o   D. 6 10/16 





24 ÷ 3 = ______ 

o   A. 5 
o   B. 8 
o   C. 7 
o   D. 6 
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  California Department of Education 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/tl/whatareccss.asp 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssinfoflyers.asp 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/core  

  Common Core Standards Initiative 
http://corestandards.org 

  California County Superintendents Association 
http://www.ccsesa.org/index/sp CommonCoreStandards.cfm  

  National Parent Teacher Association 
http://www.pta.org/4446.htm 

  Council of Great City Schools 
http://www.cgcs.org/Domain/36 




